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As much as any American city in the 

twenty-first century, Philadelphia 

has been defined by large-scale 

urban erasure—slum clearance, 

blight eradication, and demolition by 

neglect—that has shaped the urban 

fabric and marked the civic psyche. 

In this lecture, Jeff Byles, demolition 

historian and writer on the contem-

porary urban landscape, surveys 

the city’s complex relationship with 

“unbuilding” as a potent planning 

tool. From midcentury projects such 

as Independence Mall and Society 

Hill, to Mayor John Street’s far-reach-

ing Neighborhood Transformation 

Initiative and today’s more nuanced 

anti-blight interventions, Philadelphia 

offers a provocative case study in 

razing and renewal. How has demoli-

tion shaped the city of today? What 

urban potential can be harnessed 

through destruction? The future 

city, Byles suggests, demands a 

careful yet creative engagement with 

demolition’s dynamic.

Temple Contemporary Gallery

Tyler School of Art 

Temple University, 2001 N. 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

This talk will look at intersections 

between architecture, computational 

models, textile structures and biology 

with a special focus on her latest 

collaboration with Knit Lab at Temple 

Contemporary. The material world 

that this type of research interrogates 

reveals examples of nonlinear 

fabrication and self-assembly at the 

surface, and at a deeper structural 

level. In parallel, this work offers 

up novel possibilities that question 

and redefine architecture within the 

greater scope of adaptive architec-

ture and generative fabrication.

templecontemporary@temple.edu

Architecture Gallery 104

Temple University, 2001 N. 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Within the culture of architecture, the 

culture of science, and the culture of 

encyclopedic knowledge a simultane-

ous transformation occurred in which 

methodological abstractions became 

surrogates for real practices, and the 

locus of these transformations was 

the simple everyday table. Upon the 

surfaces of quotidian tables, archi-

tects, scientists, and encyclopedists 

endeavored to render their own 

operations intelligible in a concerted 

effort to make cultural production 

of all kinds transparent. In each of 

these simultaneous undertakings, 

the table was central, as was its 

abstraction, the tabula – a mechanism 

that provided for the classification, 

systematization, and universalization 

of knowledge particular to the 

contextual practices of the drawing 

table, the laboratory table, and the 

work bench.

Temple University: Paley Library

1210 Polett Walk, Ground Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19122

The environments in which we 

prepare, produce and consume our 

foods both reflect and affect those 

processes. Eating Architecture 

(MIT Press, 2006), edited by Jamie 

Horwitz and Paulette Singley, 

examines the interplay between 

food and design through twenty 

original essays. Temple’s Libraries 

and the Department of Architecture 

at the Tyler School of Art, Temple 

University, welcome Horwitz and 

Singley to discuss this innovative text, 

as well as the newest developments 

in the design and architectural analy-

sis of eating spaces. Alicia Imperiale, 

Assistant Professor of Architectural 

History/Theory and Design at Temple, 

will moderate this discussion. 

This program is part of 

DesignPhiladelphia 2013.

Architecture Gallery 104

Temple University, 2001 N. 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

“All Drawings Have Crooked Tails” 

will try to build a bit of a world—24 

education aphorisms, 10 alternative 

drawing types, exposure to 14 diverse 

design methods and a quick dip into 

50 “conceptual catalysts” will be 

hitched, and unhitched, to each other 

and to work, produced by students 

and my own. It will champion the 

training of the spatial imagination, 

differences between professional 

and disciplinary positions and what 

might be possible, spatially. Relations 

between the language of architecture 

and the language of representation, 

specifically the architectural drawing, 

will be footnotes, coursing through 

the talk, providing grounds and 

unknown trajectories, simultaneously.

Architecture Gallery 104

Temple University, 2001 N. 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Technology is now a major disruptive 

force in the dissemination of infor-

mation, most notably in distributing 

printed material such as news and 

books (knowledge), as well as that 

which is experiential (music, video 

entertainment). Moreover, technology 

has afforded such information to 

become “hyper-linked,” rerouted 

from traditional linear modes 

of gathering and understanding 

(chapter one preceding chapter 

two, via a tree structure) and into 

a disjointed series of connections 

through which one can interweave 

from one topic to another, at one’s 

discretion and personal choosing. 

Finally, the traditional physical 

means of conveying this information 

(libraries, books, theatres, blueprints) 

have been replaced by mobile 

devices, whose features enable a 

virtual world of 24/7/365 access to 

information. Almost all industries 

related to printed and audibly or 

visually recorded information have 

seen their traditional infrastructures 

of creation and commerce thrown, 

topsy-turvy, into a new world of 

digital reconfiguration. 

Except one. Architecture. 

This lecture will seek to identify the 

differences between “building” and 

architecture and how the two entities 

relate to (and become unrelated to) 

one another within the realms of 

information distribution, commerce, 

and culture. Can one integrate the 

opportunities offered by digital 

technology into the “making” of 

architecture beyond a perfunctorily 

more efficient means of document 

or material production; of 3D printed 

model studies or parametrically 

composed building surfaces? Does 

“digital architecture” become the 

resultant of “digital design” or 

is there a more significant entity 

lying under the metaphorical and 

virtual surfaces? A comparison of 

architecture to other industries and 

professions—viewed through the 

lens of both cultural vitality as well 

as commercial necessity—will be 

examined, along with an exploration 

of opportunities that could possibly 

transform the design process itself.

Architecture Gallery 104

Temple University, 2001 N. 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

The emergence of experimental and 

ultraperforming materials, digital 

design and fabrication techniques, 

and interactive processing systems 

has established an interconnected 

network of technological inputs that 

has stimulated the development of 

materials, assemblies, and systems 

with performative properties. 

Providing an overview of represen-

tative design projects and relevant 

theories, Temple Architecture faculty 

Rashida Ng and Sneha Patel will 

address the convergence of several 

significant advancements in the ways 

that materials and environments are 

designed, evaluated, and experi-

enced. Addressing themes from their 

recently released book, Performative 

Materials in Architecture and Design, 

they will emphasize the value of 

research as a mode of design inquiry. 

The breadth of the work suggests 

a future in which the reductive 

dichotomies that commonly define 

the discipline—such as inside and 

outside, natural and constructed, 

technical and poetic, even digital and 

analog—can be matured, redefined, 

and less distanced.

Architecture Gallery 104

Temple University, 2001 N 13th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19122

Margaret Carney joined Temple 

University in April of 2011 to serve 

as Temple’s first Associate Vice 

President for Campus Planning and 

Design, and University Architect, 

responsible for the planning and 

design of all Temple’s campuses. 

University Campuses, especially 

those located in urban contexts, 

play an increasingly important role 

as “anchor institutions” within their 

communities. The tension, historically 

referred to as “Town-Gown” relation-

ships, between institutions and their 

host communities is being addressed 

successfully in many major cities 

where Universities have reconsidered 

their purpose and have recognized 

their ability to lead positive change 

benefitting the community as a 

whole. Universities and communities 

are seeing the value of thoughtful 

planning and design, and are 

experiencing the powerful impact 

that occurs through partnership, 

shared responsibility, and deliberate 

blurring of the lines between them…

organizationally, financially, and 

physically. The role of planners and 

architects in advising universities 

and communities as to how they 

can create viable, better integrated, 

sustainable campus environments has 

expanded far beyond its traditional 

boundaries as well.

Thursday, September 12, 2013
6:00pm

Jeff Byles
Battle Against the Bulldozer: 

The Creative Destruction of 

Philadelphia

Monday, September 16
6:00pm

Jenny Sabin
Jenny Sabin Studio + Knit Lab

Wednesday, October 2, 2013
6:00pm

Amy Kulper 
Turning the Tables on Experimental 

Practices: Considering the Methods, 

Images, and Categories of 

Architectural Design

Thursday, October 10, 2013 
2:30pm

Jamie Horwitz & 
Paulette Singley
Eating Architecture

Wednesday, October 16, 2013
6:00pm

Perry Kulper
All drawings have crooked tales

Wednesday, October 23, 2013
6:00pm

Paul Seletsky
Momentum and Change

Wednesday, October 30, 2013
6:00pm

Rashida Ng & 
Sneha Patel 
Trajectories of Performative Materials

Wednesday, November 6, 2013
6:00pm

Margaret Carney
The Transformative Power of a 

Well Designed Campus


